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CSFF Blog Tour Announcement
February’s CSFF feature is the adult fantasy, 
Cyndere’s Midnight, by Jeffrey Overstreet

(WaterBrook Press). When a murderous beastman discovers the art of 
Auralia’s colors, something awakens within him. When a widowed heiress 
risks everything to help him, their lives—and the lives of a kingdom—
hang in the balance. The tour runs from Mon., Feb. 16—Wed., Feb. 18.

Looking ahead:
* March: Hunter Brown and the Secret of the Shadow by Christopher 
and Allen Miller (tweener fantasy) 
* April: Blaggard’s Moon by George Bryan Polivka (adult pirate fantasy)
* May: Tuck by Stephen Lawhead (adult fantasy – tentative) 
* June: Enclave by Karen Hancock (adult sci-fi/fantasy – tentative)

To learn more about CSFF or to become a member, stop by www.
csffblogtour.com. To purchase any of the past or future books featured 
on the CSFF Blog Tour stop by the CSFF Book Store.

Author Appearances 

Artwork by Rachel Marks
Used with Permission

Book Signing 

*R. L. Copple
“Local Authors Celebration,” 
Hill Country Community Theater
Cottonwood Shores, TX
March 21, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Book Releases

*Burning Light by Rachel Starr 
Thomson
Little Dozen Press (Dec. 2008)
In a world controlled by evil, the 
Gifted fight for freedom. Sequel to 
Worlds Unseen.

*Kiriath’s Quest by Rick Barry
JourneyForth Books (Jan. 2009) 
A YA Christian fantasy adventure that 
reaffirms the value of faith, family, 
love and loyalty.

*Blaggard’s Moon by George Bryan 
Polivka
Harvest House (March 2009) 
A mercenary pursues a pirate king, 
but falls in love with the pirate’s 
woman.

*George Bryan Polivka 
Christian Book Expo
Dallas, Texas 
March 20, 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm 
March 21, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

*When the Sky Fell by Mike Lynch 
and Brandon Barr
Silver Leaf Books (Feb. 2009) 
An ancient evil has sought complete 
control over the galaxy, and they 
have found . . . us.

*Transforming Realities by 
R. L. Copple (March, 2009)
Sisko’s teenage children face super-
natural dangers to free him and 
Gabrielle from a demon’s trap.

*By Darkness Hid by Jill Williamson
Marcher Lord Press (April 2009) 
A squire and a maiden discover their 
ability to communicate with the 
minds of others.
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What’s on the Web

*Mike Lynch—Shoutlife author 
site
www.shoutlife.com/mblynch158

*Chrisitan Book Videos 
Dedicated to using book videos to 
promote Christian books. 
www.christianbookvideos.com

*Wayfarers Journal
Winter 2009 Issue Posted 
www.wayfarersjournal.com

*New Lost Genre Guild blog
Now focusing on genre news, includ-
ing reviews, websites, new releases, 
e-zine updates and more.
blog.lostgenreguild.com

*Laser & Sword now runs free 
weekly serials, adapted from the 
December release, 
Laser & Sword Annual 2008
lasersword.adamsweb.us/

*New & Improved Lost Genre 
Guild’s Mentor Forum
A fast growing place for writers of 
speculative fiction to come for help, 
advice, discussion, and critiques.  
www.lostgenreguild.com/phpBB3

*Speculative Fiction Discussion 
Group in Second Life. 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of every 
month 7 p.m. (Pac) 10p.m. (East.) 
For new users, download the Second 
Life software at www.secondlife.com
then go to tinyurl.com/sllgg

Podcasts or Web Chats

*The Spirit Blade Underground 
Podcast
Founder Paeter Frandsen interviews 
Marcher Lord Press publisher Jeff 
Gerke. Click on “Click To Play the 
Podcast Now!” to hear the podcast
paeter.libsyn.com/index.php?post_
id=430883

Visit the Lost Genre Guild
www.lostgenreguild.com

Contract News

*Wayne Thomas Batson & Chris-
topher Hopper with Thomas Nelson 
Publisher, a two book deal. 
The Berinfell Prophesies, Book 1: 
Curse of the Spider King
Young Elven Lords try to return to 
their world and join a rebellion 800 
years in the making.
Late Fall 2009 

*Wayne Thomas Batson with AMG 
Publisher, a two book deal.
The Dark Sea Annals, Book 1: Sword 
in the Stars
While young King Loch is away from 
his throne, an ancient enemy conquers 
the kingdom. It’s up to the king to 
raise a new army from the people.
Late Spring 2010

Awards

*CSFF Top Tour Blogger Award 
January 2009 – John Otte
www.leastread.blogspot.com

*“Beyond Horizon’s Edge” by Mike 
Lynch 
1st place in the Preditors & Editors 
2009 science fiction/fantasy short 
story reader’s poll
www.invirtuo.cc/prededitors/votes-
ssff08.htm

*Leaps of Faith, Karina & Robert Fa-
bian, editors - The Writers Cafe Press, 
Top Ten (#8-Anthologies) in the 
Preditors & Editors 2009 Readers Poll 
anotherealm.com/prededitors/votean-
thology08.htm

*Lost Genre Guild
Top Ten (#8-Writers Forum) in the 
Preditors & Editors 2009 Readers Poll
anotherealm.com/prededitors/vote-
writerforum08.htm

*Ray Gun Revival
Top Ten (#10-Fiction Magazine) in the 
Preditors & Editors 2009 Readers Poll
anotherealm.com/prededitors/votefict-
zine08.htm

Visit the Christian Science 
Fiction & Fantasy Blog Tour 

www.csffblogtour.com
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Reviews

*Summa Elvetica by Theodore Beale – Marcher Lord Press (October 1, 2008)
Reviewed by Tim Frankovich at Christian Fiction Review
www.christianfictionreview.com:80/?review=505

Reviewed by Eric Wilson at TitleTrakk
www.titletrakk.com/book-reviews/summa-elvetica-review-beale.htm

*Worlds Unseen by Rachel Starr Thomson – Little Dozen Press (December 2007)
Reviewed by Phyllis Wheeler at The Christian Fantasy Review
christian-fantasy-book-reviews.com/blog/2008/12/12/worlds-unseen-by-rachel-starr-thomson-a-review

*The Book of Names by D. Barkley Briggs – NavPress Publishing Group (July 15, 2008)
Reviewed by Rebecca LuElla Miller at A Christian Worldview of Fiction
rebeccaluellamiller.wordpress.com/2009/01/21/csff-blog-tour-the-book-of-names-part-3

Reviewed by Chawna Schroeder at Imagination Investigation
www.chawnaschroeder.blogspot.com/2009/01/legends-of-karac-tor-part-one-book-of.html

*A Lever Long Enough by Amy Deardon - Taegais Publishing, LLC (January 12, 2009)
Reviewed by Chawna Schroeder at Imagination Investigation
www.chawnaschroeder.blogspot.com/2009/01/lever-long-enough.html

*Trion Rising by Robert Elmer – Zondervan (May 1, 2008)
Reviewed by Chawna Schroeder at Imagination Investigation
www.chawnaschroeder.blogspot.com/2009/01/shadowside-trilogy-part-1-trion-rising.html

*Kiriath’s Quest by Rick Barry – JourneyForth (December 10, 2008)
Reviewed by Chawna Schroeder at Imagination Investigation
www.chawnaschroeder.blogspot.com/2009/02/kiriaths-quest.html

*Shade by John Olson – B&H Publishing Group (2008)
Reviewed by Jill Williamson at Novel Teen Book Reviews
novelteen.wordpress.com/2009/01/11/review-shade-by-john-b-olson

*The Hammer by Vance Neudorf – Novel Concept Books (2008)
Reviewed by Jill Williamson at Novel Teen Book Reviews
novelteen.wordpress.com/2009/02/09/review-the-hammer-by-vance-neudorf

*Black: The Birth of Evil (A graphic novel) by Ted Dekker – Thomas Nelson (2007)
Reviewed by Jill Williamson at Novel Teen Book Reviews
novelteen.wordpress.com/2009/02/04/review-black-the-birth-of-evil-by-ted-dekker

*League of Superheroes by Stephen Leon Rice — The Writers’ Café Press (2008)
Reviewed by Mike at Stream of Consciouness
xanthorpe.livejournal.com/14570.html

*Kiss by Ted Dekker and Erin Healy – Thomas Nelson (2008)
Reviewed by Jill Williamson at Novel Teen Book Reviews
novelteen.wordpress.com/2009/01/26/review-kiss-by-ted-dekker-and-erin-healy

*House of Dark Shadows by Robert Liparulo – Thomas Nelson (2008)
Reviewed by Jill Williamson at Novel Teen Book Reviews
novelteen.wordpress.com/2009/01/13/review-house-of-dark-shadows-by-robert-liparulo
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Contests

*Heralds of the Starýre  Grand Prize Pack:
-The entire Kanner Lake series by suspense author, Brandilyn Collins 
-A guest blogger spot on Brandilyn Collins’s blog “Forensics and Faith” 
-The Spring List titles from Marcher Lord Press (Starýre, The Dark Man, and By Darkness Hid)
-The Marcher Lord Press Gallery E-book and Screensaver 
 OR 
Character Creation for Plot First Writers and How to Find Your Story e-books from Marcher Lord Press (win-
ner can choose). 

Free to enter
Deadline: April 1, 2009 
Contest details at www.ritersbloc.com/contest

Interviews

*John Olson
by Jeff Gerke at WhereTheMapEnds.com
www.wherethemapends.com/Interviews/current_interview.htm

Member Proýles

Rachel Starr Thomson

According to the Christian Fantasy Review, Rachel Starr 
Thomson is “becoming a serious writer. Thomson has a 
great imagination [and] is able to tell a rousing good story.” 
Rachel’s first fantasy novel, Worlds Unseen, delves into a 
world where spiritual forces have been hushed up and his-
tory buried under deception. When Maggie Sheffield discov-
ers the truth in the form of a written covenant with evil, she 
is pulled into a battle centuries old—one that will change 
her forever. 

Worlds Unseen and its sequel, Burning Light, find their genesis in the real world. “In our world,” 
Rachel says, “we’re always being confronted with the choice between believing illusion or believing the 
truth. Lots of people choose the lie—but reality will always poke its way through eventually.” 

As a homeschool student, Rachel was given free rein to explore writing and reading, two of her chief 
passions. She was immediately drawn to the classic Christian fantasies of Lewis, Tolkien, L’Engle, and 
others. “Fantasy has this sense of wonder and mystery that I’ve always loved,” she says. That may 
explain why, when she began writing, it was fantasy that drew her most. Rachel also writes on the 
spiritual realities of this world as a regular columnist for Focus On the Family’s Boundless.org and is a 
contributor to other magazines. When she isn’t writing, she stays immersed in words, working from 
home as a freelance editor and writing coach. Her blog, Inklings, is a meeting place for young writers.

Visit Rachel at www.rachelstarrthomson.com
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Latest In Spec aims to create a forum where authors of inspirational speculative fiction can inform 
others about their work. “Inspirational speculative fiction,” as we define it, refers to science fiction 
and fantasy written from a Christian—and specifically, a Biblical—worldview.

Perusing all interviews, articles, reviews, and books mentioned here is beyond the scope 
of our capabilities and intent. Consequently, inclusion in this listing does not constitute a 
recommendation or an endorsement of these announcements by the editors or the sponsoring 
organizations.

Our hope is that this free listing of the latest news in Christian speculative fiction can facilitate the 
promotion of the kinds of books we long to see available in bookstores everywhere.

Rebecca LuElla Miller
CSFF Blog Tour
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About Our Artist:

Rachel A. Marks is a home 
schooling mom to four beautiful 

kids. She divides her time between 
her drawing table and the computer 
desk, working as both an illustrator 

and writer in her spare moments. 
She also has had the privilege 

of being managing editor for the 
Christian Literary Magazine, Haruah

www.haruah.com, and is currently 
working with her agent to publish 

her first novel.

You can read more about her at
www.shadowofthewood.com

To unsubscribe from this newsletter, submit your request at
http://latestinspec.org/?page_id=7

Visit Yellow30 Sci-Fi
www.yellow30scifi.com
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